162            The Vedanta Philosophy.

Nescience, or Avidyi, and he establishes his prac-
tical and moral philosophy for the phenomenal
world, as if no noumenal world existed. Yet he
retains the idea of a moral law for the phe-
nomenal world in which we live, nay, he uses the
idea of a moral law as the only certain proof of
the existence of God. The Vedantist has an
advantage of which he does not fail to avail
himself. As the moral law is based on the Veda
(Karmaki^a), he stands up for it as revealed
truth for those who are still under the law, and
he grants freedom to those only who are no
longer of this world.

The Ethics of the Ved&nta.

It has often been said that a philosophical
religion like the Vedanta is deficient, because it
cannot supply a solid foundation for morality. It
is quite true that some philosophers hold that
ethics have nothing to do with religion, and should
have their own foundation, independent of all
religion, though binding on every human being,
whatever his religion may be. But this question,
which is at present being agitated in the leading